AMENDMENT TO THE CLAIMS : 

1 . (Currently Amended) Method for blacking components, charact e riz e d in that 
the method comprising: subjecting thea surface is s ubj e ct e d to a heat treatment with 
simultaneous administration of a carbon-emitting medium inside a processing space-(4). 

2. (Currently Amended) Method according to Claim 1, charact e rized in 
that wherein the heat treatment takes place at low pressure. 

3. (Currently Amended) Method according to Claim l-erf, characteriz e d in 
thatwherein a low pressure from 0.01 mbar to 100 mbar is applied. 

4. (Currently Amended) Method according to Claim 3, charact e rized in that 
pr e ferabl y wherein a low pressure from 0.1 mbar to 15 mbar is applied. 

5. (Currently Amended) Method according to on e of Claims l4e-4, charact e riz e d 
ift-tha twherein the heat treatment is conducted at a temperature from 200° C to 700° C. 

6. (Currently Amended) Method according to Claim 5, charact e rized in that 
pr e f e rabl y wherein the heat treatment is conducted at a temperature from 300° C to 570° 
C. 

7. (Currently Amended) Method according to Claim 5, charact e rized in that th e 
h e at tr e atm e nt e sp e cially pr e f e rabl y wherein the heat treatment takes place at a 
temperature from 350° C to 475° C. 

8. (Currently Amended) Method according to on e of Claims 1-te^, charact e rized 
in that wherein a regulation of the-a_processing time takes place as a function of 
temperature and/or pressure. 

9. (Currently Amended) Method according to on e of Claims l4e-&, characteriz e d 
in4ha twherein the-acarbon content is regulated inside the processing space as a function 
of temperature. 

10. (Currently Amended) Method according to one of Claims l-fce-9, charact e rized 
in-that wherein the carbon-emitting medium is administered in the form of a gas. 
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11. (Currently Amended) Method according to on e of Claims l-te-9, characterized 
in-tha twherein the carbon-emitting medium is administered in the form of a liquid. 

12. (Currently Amended) Method according to on e of Claims 1 to 11 , 
charact e riz e d in tha tw herein hydrocarbons , e sp e cially acetyl e n e and/or carbon monoxid e 
are administered as a carbon-emitting medium. 

13. (Currently Amended) Device for subjecting a surface to a heat treatment with 
simultaneous administration of a carbon-emitting medium inside a processing 
SBace impl e m e nting the m e thod according to Claims 1 to 12 with , the device comprising: 
a heatable processing space (4)-and a device for regulated feeding (§)-of the carbon- 
emitting medium. 

14. (Currently Amended) Device according to Claim 13, characteriz e d in 
tha twherein the processing space (4)-is evacuable. 

15. (Currently Amended) Device in accordance with Claim 14, characteriz e d in 
that wherein a vacuum pump (4)-is provided for evacuation. 

16. (Currently Amended) Device in accordanc e with on e of Claims 12 to 
^according to Claim 12 , characteriz e d in that further comprising a monitoring device (6) 
for the carbon content in thean atmosphere of the processing space (±)-is provided for 
regulated feeding of the carbon-emitting medium. 

17. (Currently Amended) Device in accordance with on e of Claims 12 to 
^according to Claim 12 , charact e riz e d in tha tw herein the processing space (1) is a 
furnace. 

18. (Currently Amended) Device in accordance wit h according to Claim 17, 
charact e riz e d in that wherein the furnace has a liner. 

19. (Currently Amended) Device according to Claim 18, charact e rized in 
that wherein the liner is interchangeable. 

20. (New) Method according to Claim 12, wherein the hydrocarbons are acetylene 
and/or carbon monoxide. 
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